
 
 
 

Shaking Off The Seizures 

Lexi Hatch & Alli Kelleher 
 
JD: I will start making a sound like I’m suffocating for air and I will pass out, and won’t 
remember anything.. 
 
VO 1: being in high school can be stressful at times, with classes, sports, and 
activities… but imagine having to deal with a health condition on top of that. 
 
JD: I was first diagnosed about 6 years ago...  It’s a dysfunction of the brain almost, 
where it’s like electric shocks through the brain. 
 
VO 2: Jordan Drenkhan battles epilepsy, a neurological disorder that causes seizures. 
A seizure is like a spasm of the brain that causes abnormal sensations and sometimes 
a loss of consciousness and body control. 
 
JD: When you have epilepsy, it’s not contagious...it’s definitely hard because I get tired 
very easily, having seizures takes a lot out of you...  
 
VO 3: Drenkhan can have several seizures in any given week, but somehow, she still 
finds a way to fulfill her responsibilities. 
 
JD: When i have a seizure in class, I’m definitely embarrassed because um i don’t know 
if the people around me have ever witnessed a seizure happen before…. i think they 
might judge me and it’s hard..But I just have to get up and i have to do it, and that’s 
easiest way… 
 
VO 4z : And according to Drenkhan connecting with other students can sometimes be 
difficult 
 
JD: Making new friends while having a medical condition is hard at first...you don’t know 
what to tell them or how they’re gonna react..you just have to educate them, you have 
to tell them “I’m fine, I’m gonna be ok, I’m used to this.. it happens in my everyday life” 
 
VO 4: Drenkhan’s friends say they’re always there to help her cope with her seizures 
and support her where they can 
 
Audra Jurgela: I think at first i was worried but I’ve been around her so long that i know 
what to do and i understand what to do when it’s happening... it’s not scary 

 



 

Isabella Inzodda: She’s not just a seizure, shes a person... she’s a great person... it’s 
just kind of like part of her daily routine of how the things she’s goes through just like 
everyone else in this world. 
 
VO 5: but not all of Drenkhan’s friends are humans 
 
JD: I work at the Dedham Animal Rescue League....since I’m surrounded by animals, 
those are sort of my therapy, so it helps me calm down and it helps me relax.  
 
VO 6: and she’s also considering a career helping animals 
 
JD: Um since i was little I’ve always loved animals and I’ve always wanted to work with 
them, and even though it’s a non paying job I’d rather do something i love and not get 
paid rather than doing something i don’t enjoy and get paid. 
 
VO: and she’s hoping her career can also help others with similar situations 
 
JD: i definitely want to work um doing forensics, working with animals maybe, training 
seizure alert dogs, helping kids like me 
 
VO 7: In the end, Drenkhan says she just wants to be a normal teenager and she hopes 
that others will take the time to understand her  
 
JD: Ask questions, just come up to me in the hall and don’t be afraid to ask me “What is 
it like having a seizure? What is epilepsy? What can i do to help? What can i do to learn 
more about it instead of just passing by thinking things that aren’t true. 
 
VO: For more information about epilepsy you can visit _______ or if you see her in the 
hallway, stop and make a new friend. Reporting for Mustang Magazine, I’m Lexi Hatch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


