
 
 
 

Major League Teacher 
Rory Cayer & Lars Boothroyd 

 
 
VO: Jim Sweeney is known around school as a Math Teacher… but if you went to NHS in the mid 90’s, 
you would have known him for an entirely different reason... throwing strikes 
 
(Short Montage OR Nat Sound Clip… high school clips from NPA/Tolman) 
 
VO: In his senior year Sweeney committed to the college of Holy Cross where he played D-1 baseball for 
three seasons 
 
SB Sweeney: After my junior year at holy cross I got drafted by the Chicago White Sox in the 14th round 
and I was with the White Sox for 2 years and I was in a trade to the Angels for a year and that’s when I 
ran into some arm problems 
 
VO: In 2002 he needed surgery to repair an injury to his shoulder  
 
SB Sweeney: After the shoulder surgery and rehab the arm just wasn’t what it was prior to the surgery, I 
had a few workouts and it just wasn’t where it was.... and ultimately the career was over.  
  
 
VO: So Sweeney was forced to give up baseball and says he wishes his retirement had been more on his 
own terms. But not long out of baseball, he finished his degree in Economics and pondered his next 
move. 
 
SB: So I was actually at Norwood High School as an MCAS tutor in 2003 to 2004 and that’s what actually 
got me thinking about teaching because I didn’t have to be a certified teacher and when I was doing the 
MCAS tutoring I enjoyed it 
 
VO: but he ended up taking a full time job that next year, in the corporate world. Working in sales for 
EMC-Dell, a computer data storage company for a few years, Sweeney said it didn’t feel like it was a 
perfect career fit  
 
SB Sweeney:  When I went to EMC and was in the corporate world doing sales I enjoyed it but I kept 
thinking about that experience I had for that year. 
 
VO: So Sweeney reached out to his old AP Calculus teacher Mr. Carver for some advice. 
 
SB Sweeney:  I was thinking about a career change and maybe going back to teaching math he said 
there were going to be some openings after that year because of retirements. 
 
VO: In the fall of 2007, after earning his Massachusetts Educator’s license, Sweeney was hired to teach 
Math at Norwood High School 
 
SB Sweeney: I love the math, I love the content but more so the dynamic of the classroom love students 
love the interaction and just kind of new personalities new students every year. 
 
VO: sophomore Marisa Silk says Sweeney’s baseball past is definitely something students admire  

 



 

 
Marisa Silk: he also kind of treats us like teammates kind of in a way. He wants to see us do our best and 
he wants to be there for us too 
 
VO: Now in his eleventh year at NHS, Sweeney says he sometimes draws on his baseball experiences 
when he’s encouraging students to do their best  
 
SB Sweeney:  I think in order to play at a pretty high level, I think perseverance and determination are two 
key factors, you know ability and talent take you so far but I think the perseverance and determination to 
keep getting better will apply in baseball and math and in all subjects and really in life. 
 
VO: And while Sweeney isn’t throwing strikes in the major leagues anymore, it sure looks like he’s still got 
a few great lessons to pitch, reporting for Mustang Magazine I’m Rory Cayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


